Introduction
Maria Hoffman 1 is a 36-year-old married woman who entered Korea with her husband and applied for refugee status. While undergoing a medical check-up during the refugee application process, she was confirmed HIV-positive, and the test center reported the results to the local public health center. The public health center referred Maria to a local non-governmental organization ("NGO"), because Korea's National Health Insurance System does not cover refugee applicants. When Maria wanted medical services, she should visit the NGO and then a local public medical center for treatment with a nurse. In case of HIV/AIDS, after a two-day and one-night inpatient stay, three outpatient treatment sessions would be available to her until she is readmitted to the hospital. Maria also needed gynecological treatment, but she was reluctant to visit the hospital because she had heard that refugee applicants were charged 10 percent of the treatment costs incurred at medical institutions. She was also informed that NGOs have difficulty in funding foreign workers' healthcare services at the end of the year because they ran out of money. Although the nurse at the NGO told that the organization would cover her costs even if she could not afford the 10 percent of the total cost, and that they expected to receive charitable donations that year so that the treatments would not be interrupted. Maria felt burdened by receiving the medical services because she was financially strained. An experienced NGO nurse stated:
I have never seen any of the visitors to my office as refugee applicants [become] recognized refugee, but after they are not approved, most of them went back to their home except some who stayed with illegal residence. I understand their situation and Korea's government policy, but, rather than imposing burdensome costs on financially challenged refugees and illegal immigrants, necessary HIV/AIDS treatment and adequate general medical care should be offered to them similar to the medical and human rights practices of developed countries.
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During the 1980s, HIV diagnoses were equivalent to death sentences. Currently, however, medical progress allows us to preserve life through antiretroviral treatments. As HIV/AIDS, along with tuberculosis and malaria, is a threat to global health 1 Maria Hoffman (pseudo name) is a refugee applicant with HIV-positive who entered Korea from South Africa. She had personal interview with a NGO nurse on September 1, 2017.
